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Reverend Brethren, 
and Chriflian Friends, that 
wete the Auditors of the 
following Sermon. 


Reverend Brethren, and much Is” 
Friends ; 


Can truly ſay, that I com- 
KS poſed 22 delivered this 

plain Diſcourſe, with- 
- the leaft Thought or 
91 0 * being _ 


lick . reac x 
that 1 4 not aber ws 2 Re- 
luctance, I was — with to bave 
it tranſcribed for the Preſs. But your 
Inportunity was ſuch as would not be 
 refifted, judgi that there were ſome 

Nane in it, w ; which might be of Uſe both 
12 L 


- a" 


& — e 25 
5 . ” * 8 4 


iv DEDICATION. 
KY nm anger le: And tb 
* can ſtill, think it wor- 
7. of a Publication, Being one of the 
leaſt labour'd of any 4 my poor Per ſor- 
mances of this Kind, ba db put together, 
as the Sttaits of Ine Taue would allow: : 
et I have fighered my 2 to Be _ 
ruled, and ſubnut my own to your 
rior Judgments,” and heartily wi k at 
it may any Way anſwer the ations 
Jon ſeem to concerve from it; which if 
it does, I ſhall” have Reaſon to be ve- 


ry thankful to God, for oſpering fo 

mean a erformance, and ſhe wing moſt 

of His Power, where there mas {t of 
human Art er Contriuance. Thus com- 


mitting it, and my Self, 10 His Bleſſog 
and to hour Prayers; 5 J conclude, an 5 


ſubſcribe my Self, 
© Your affectionate 
(cho' very unworthy) Brother, 


And obedient humble Se rvant, 


: Tuons Srxwanvp. 


4 THES S. v. 12, 13. 


And we beſeech you, Brethren, to know 
them which labour among you, and 
are over you in the Lord, and admo- 
mſh you ; and to efteem them very 

highly in Love for their Wark's 

fake. And be at Peace among your 


ſelves. 


Will not take up any of the 


Time allotted to this Ex- 
94 A 
5 nO = 


flections upon the Context; 
© but ſhall immediately 4 
ply my ſelf to the Conſideration of | 
Words which I have read to you, and 
which carry in them a manifeſt Suitable- 
neſs to the preſent Occafion. : 
The Text is an Apoſtolical Exborta- 
tion, which hath the Force of a Com- 
mand, though the Form of an Entreaty: 
What the Apoſtle might have had the Bold- 
a neſs 


75 . 6 . a 
i erciſe, in making any Re- 
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neſs to enjoin theffi; that he hath the Humi- 9 
lity to beſeech them to do. The Obje# of F 
the Exhortation, or the Per/ons to whom 4 
it is directed, are particularly and imme- 7 


diately the Chriſtians at 7 _— un # 
der them, generally all Chriſtians, that en- 4 
joy a Goſpel Miniſtry, who are related * 
each to 6ther, and all to the Miniſters of ; 


the Goſpel too, under the common No- 
tion of Chriſtianity, by the Bond of Bro- 
therhood : We beſeech you Brethren. The 
Matter of the Exhortation is a double Du- 
ty: Firſt, the Duty of People towards 
their Paſtors, who are here defcribed by 
their Work; ſuch as labour among you, and 
are over you in the Lord; and admoniſb you: 
The People's Duty towards them, is, 
to know them, and to efteem them very 
highly in Love, for their Work's ſake. 
Then, Secondly, here is the Duty of the 
People one towards another, and that is, 70 
be at Peace among themſelves. | 
I begin with the Fitſt of theſe; the 
Duty of People towards their Paſtors ; 
which is expreſs'd in the 12th, and Part 
of the 13th Verſe ; We beſeech you, Bre- 
thren, to know them which labour among 
you, and are over you in the Lord, and 2 
moniſh you ; and to efteem them very Is 
in Love for their Work's ſake + By thoſe 
Phraſes, them which labour among you, and 


are 
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Sudbury, Nov. 18, 1729: 7 
are over you in the Lord, and admoniſh you, 
the Apoſtle deſcribes the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel, who are the Object of the Duty 
here enjoined upon the People ; and the 
Terms made uſe of, in this Deſcription of 
Miniſters, are very emphatical and ſigni- 
ficative, and ſerve as ſo many Motives to 
the People's Duty, of knowing them, and 
efteeming them highly in Love. Let me 
open theſe Terms a little, before I pro- 
ceed to the particular Conſideration of the 
Duty, which the People are here exhor- 
ted to. 

Miniſters are, 

Firſt, Such as labour among the Peo- 

le committed to their Care. The origi- 
nal Word is of a very intenſe Signifi- 
cation, as the Learned have obſerved. 
Kora (the Participle of which is here 
uſed) ſignifies, laborare ad defatigatio- 
nem uſque, to labour even unto Wearineſs, 
to take the utmoſt Pains, and ſtrain eve 
Vein (as we commonly ſpeak.) The La- 
bour of Miniſters is very painful Labour ; 
it ſpends the Spirits, and preys upon the 
Vitals. Labores —_ ici ſuccum ex- 
hauriunt ab imis medullis, ſenium mortem- 
pr accelerant, ſays Luther. Miniſterial 

abours exhauſt the very Marrow from 
the Bones, haſten Old Age and Death. 
The Labour of the Head and Mind, is 


greater 
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greater than that of the Hand or Body. 
This is the firſt Thing, whereby Mini- 
feers are deſcribed ;' they are ſuch as la- 
bour among the People. And, F 

Secondly, They are here ſaid to be over a 

them in the Lord. This ſpeaks the Superin- 
' tendency and Preſidency of Elders or Mi- 
niſters over their reſpective Flocks; they 
are to rule, as well as labour ; Diſei line, 

as well as Doctrine, is committed to n 

But this Government is, & xe, in the 

Lord, in the Name and Authority of 

Chrift, by Commiſſion from him, and in 

ſuch Matters as do immediately reſpect . 

his Honour and Glory, and the Salvation R 

of thoſe Souls, which he has purchaſed 

with his precious Blood, _ 

Thirdly, Miniſters are * deſeribed as 
the Monitors of the People ; they are over 
them in the Lord, and admoniſb them; 
warn them of their Danger; mind them 
of their Duty; inſtruct chem when they 
are ignorant ; reprove them when they do 
amiſs ; reduce them when they go aſtray ; 
quicken them when dull ; confirm them 
when wavering; reſolve. them when 
doubtful ; comfort them when fad, &c. 
Thus we have here both the Dignity and 
the Duty of Miniſters ; their Dignity, 
they are over their People in tbe Lord; 


their Duty of Painfulneſs ig their Calling, 
| they 
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they muſt labour among their People; and 
of Faithfulheſs to their People, they are 
to admoniſh them. Thus much I thought 
expedient to hint concerning the ObjefF of 
the Duty here exhorted to. 

I proceed now to that which I more 
principally intend to confider 5 to wit, 
the Duty it ſelf; the Ads which the 
People are to perform towards their Mi- 
niſters, namely, to know them, and to 
eem them very highly in Love for their 
Work's ſake; The latter doth expound 
the former: People muſt 4now their Mi- 
niſters, ſo as to honour, eſteem, and love 
them. Words of Knowledge in Scripture 
do ordinarily connote Approbation, Eſti- 
mation, and Affection. The Word +: 7 
karte 955, Which we trafflate; very high- 
ty, is greatly empbatical, and can ſcarce 
be well render'd into our Language ; ir 
imports Efteem and Love, to an Hyper- 
bole (as one expreſles it) or a ſuper-abound- 
ing Love and Eſteem. _ - | 

Tis the Duty of People to have a 
moſt precious, honourable, affectionate 
Account of, or Reſpect for their Paſtors, 
thoſe who /abour among and are over them 
in the Lord, and admoniſh them; This 
you may take as the Ob/ervation, or Point 
of Doetrine, ariſing from that Part of 
3448 B the 
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the Text which I am now upon. That 
this is ſo, is very evident, not only from 
the Text, but alſo from ſeveral other 
parallel Scriptures. The Apoſtle writing 
to the Philippians concerning Epaphre- 
ditus, exhorts them to receive him with 
all Gladneſs, and to hold ſuch in Reputa- 
tion. Ts; Togres wipes tyle, make 
much of ſuch ; make much Account of 
them ; let them be dear and precious to 
you ; have them in high Honour and 
Eſtimation. So again, Let the Elders that 
rule well, be accounted worthy of double 
Honour, i. e. very great or abundant Ho- 
nour. | „ 

In the Proſecution of this Point, I ſhall 
endeavour to ſhew you briefly, What that 
Honour is which People owe to their 
Miniſters; and give you a few Reaſons, 
why the People ſhould ſo highly eſteem 
their Miniſters; and then make a ſhort 
Application, as the Time will permit. 


I. Then, I am to ſhew you, what is 
implied in that honourable Eſteem which 
People owe to their Miniſters. I ſhall ex- 
preſs this briefly in the following Parti- 


culars. 


Phil. . 29. b I Tim, v. 17. 
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1/8. It implies a reverential Acknowleds- 
ing of them as the Miniſters of Feſus Chriſt, 
commiſſioned by him to the Office and 
Work of the Miniſtry, cloathed with Au- 
thority to act in his Name, as his Am- 
baſſadors, his Meſſengers and Repreſen- 
tatives. Says the Apoſtle, Let a Man fo 
account of us, as of the Miniſters of Chriſt, 
and Stewards of the Myſteries of God<. 
And, Now then we are Ambaſſadors for 
Chriſt, as though God did beſeech you by 
us We pray you in Chriſt's Stead, be ye 
reconciled to God. Miniſters have their 
Commiſſion and Inſtructions from Chriſt 
the great Lord and King of his Church ; 
they ſpeak in his Name; they act in his 
Stead ; they do his Work; they nego- 
tiate for him with the Souls of Men; 
they are employ' d in the great Affairs 
of his ſpiritual Kingdom; and being ſo, 
a feverentjal Regard is due to them. 
2dly. The Reſpect which People owe 
to their Miniſters, implies a cordial Love 
to them for their Work's ate; which is 
to watch for the Souls of their People, to 
win Souls to Chri/t, to guide them in the 
Ways of Cbriſt, and bring them to the 
Enjoyment of Chriſt. This Duty of Love 


© x Cor. iv. 1: 42 Cor. v. 20. 
B 2 from 
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from the People to their Paſtors, is par- 
ticularly mentioned in my Text; where 
the People are exhorted to know, and 
efteem their Miniſters very. highly in Love ; 4 
and that, for their Worbis fake : Tis their 9 
Work, in Obedience to the Command of . 
Chrif, and out of Pity and Compaſſion to 
your Souls, to pray, read, ſtudy, and 
preach for you ; to ſpend and to be ſpent 
for your ſakes; to inſtruc; exhort, ad- 
moniſh, counſel, and comfort you: They 
are Fathers and Nurſes in a ſpiritual 
= Senſe ; and being ſuch, you do owe a dear 
and tender Affection to them. Such was 
the Love that the Ga/atrans bore towards a 
the Apoftle Paul, that he ſays, I bear you 4 
Record, that if it had been poſſible, ye ö 
would have plucked out your own Eyes, : 
and have given them to me *, | 
3dly. A thankful and chearful a = 
ance of them, as a fingular Mercy and 4 
Gift of God, is another Thing included 
in the Honour and Eſteem, which Peo- 
ple owe their Miniſters. God's faithful 
Miniſters are a valuable Gift of God to 3 
the People, a Gift whereof they have the * 
greateſt Need, and by which they reap 5 
the greateſt Benefit; and therefore, it A 
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the People's Duty to receive and own 
them as ſuch; to value e 
jove them gearly, and be very 
for them. God ſays 9 7 will give you 

ftors accordin —_— my Heart, 2 Dat 
fend yu Knowleds e and Under/tand- 
” Miniſters are — of the precious 
Atenfion Gifts of our exalted Redeemer : 
Wherefore he ſaith, when he aſcended up on 
bigh, be led ty raptive, and gov 
Gifts unto Men t, And 1 * theſe 
are, we are told, He gave fome, Apoſtles ; 
and ſome, Prophets ; and ſome, Evangelifts; 
and ſome, Paſtors and Teachers : And he 
pave them to very excellent Ends and 
Pu ; to wit, For be n of the 
Saints, for the Work of th- Mimftry, for 
the edifying of the By 9 Chrift* ; as it 
follows. And Miniſters being thus emi- 
nently the Gift of God, for ſuch excel- 
lent Ends ; it muſt needs be the People's 
Duty to receive them accordingly, with 
Thankfulneſs to God, and Love to them. 

4thly. Diligent Attendance upon their 
facred Miniſtrations, is included in the 
Honour and Efteem due from People to 
their Miniſters. You muſt think them 
worthy tq he heard; you muſt account that 


ger, iii, 13. © Bpheſ. iv, 8. b Ver, 11. Ver. 12, 
Time 
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Time well improved, which is ſpent in 
hearing them ſpeak for you to God, and 
ſpeak from God to you. You ſhould nat 
.negle& any Opportunity of attending up- 
on the Ordinances of Chrift, diſpenſed to 
vou by thoſe whom he ſets over you. 
?Tis a great Diſcouragement to Miniſters, 
when People are backward in coming to 
the Houſe of God, or do at any Time un- 
neceſſarily abſent themſelves fr om the 
Publick Worſhip of God: This is diſplea- 
ſing to him, and carries in it a Slight and 
Diſreſpect to thoſe whom he ſends on the 
moſt important Errand. ; 4 
thy. Another Thing implied in that 
Knowledge and honourable affectionate 
Eſteem of their Miniſters, which Peo- 
le are exhorted to have, and to expreſs, 
1s, Obedience to thoſe Inſtructions and 
Directions, which they give them from 
the Word of God, for 'the Regulation of 
their Lives and Converſations. . This in- 
Seed is the chief Part of that Honour 
which People owe to Miniſters ; for this 
ſhews, this proves, that they do acknow- 
ledge them as Chriſt's Miniſters: This is 
the great Encouragement and Joy of Mi- 
niſters, to ſee their People walking in the 
Truth, living according to the Rules of 
the Goſpel, practiſing what they hear, 
and 
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and improving in Grace and Vertue: This 
indeed is an Honour done, not ſo much 
to Miniſters, as to him by whom they are 
ſent, in whoſe Honour they eſteem them- 
ſelves honoured after the beſt Manner; 
for they ſeek not their own Honour and 
Glory, in a Way of Diſtinction from, 
much leſs in a Way of Oppoſition to 
his. 1 ci e. 

6thly. Submiſſion to their Government, 
or to the Diſcipline which they exerciſe 
according to the Word and Vill of Cbriſt, 
is alſo a Part of that Reſpect which Peo- 
ple owe to their Miniſters. Obey them 
that have the Rule over you, and ſubmit 
your ſelves : For they watch for your Souls, 
as they that muſt give an Account; that 
they may do it with Foy, and not with 
Grief * : Submit your ſelves, i. e. ſubmit to 
the paſtoral Inſpection, Admonition, Re- 
prehenſion, &c. of them, whom God has 
conſtituted your Overſeers. + 

7thly, and laſtly. Proviſion for the ho- 
nourable and comfortable Support and 
Maintenance of Miniſters, is another Part 
of that Reſpect, Eſteem, and Duty, which 
1s owing to them from the. People. Thar 
of the Apoſtle is very plain in this Caſe ; 


* Heb. xiti. 17, 


Do 
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Do ye wet know hat ns ou rm. ge 
ebout holy Thi of the Thing 
the Temiple? 
Altar, are Partakers with the Altar? 
Even fo bath the Lord ordained, that . 


which preach the Goſpel, ſhould live of t 
Gel. And e ſome Ar; 


Rand, as a Part of the double Honour, in 
that fore-mentioned Place ; Let the BL 


ders that rule well, be accounted worthy of 


double Honour ®, i. e. as ſome take it, the 
' Honour of Roverence, and the Honour of 
Maintenance. 80 again, Let bim that 
is taught in the Word, communicate unto 
bim that teacheth, in all good Things. 
And this is not Charity, but ſtrict Juſtice 
and plain Duty. When our bleſſed Lord 
ſent out the Twelve to preach the Goſ- 
of the Kingdom, he faid to them, 
rovade neither Gold, nor Silver, nor Braſs, 
in your Purſes: Nor Scrip for your Four. 
ney, neither two Coats, neither Shoes, nor 
Staves: For the Workman is worthy 

his Meat, i. e. Convenient Mainte- 
nance, which yer (as one well obſerves 
upon the _ is ſo inconſiderable and 
unproportionable a Recompence, that not- 
withſtanding this, they are ſaid to beftow 


11 Cor. ix. 13, 14. * x Tim. v. 17. u Gal. vi. 6. 
Mat. x. 9, 10. 4 
their 
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their Pains freely; Freely ye have re- 

Z cegved; freely give v. And ſays the Apo- 

2 flle; If we. have ſown unto you ſpiritual 

» Things; is it a great Thing if we ſhall reap 
pour carnal Things ? 


II. I proceed now to the ſecond Thing 
in the propounded Method; namely, to 
give you a few Reaſons, why the People 
do owe, and ſhould pay, ſuch Reſpect un- 
to their Miniſters: 883 
i Becauſe of the Relation they bear 
to Chriſt. This ſhould commend them to 
their People; they are his Servants and 
2 Miniſters ; if you do not honour them, 
vou reflect a Diſhonour upon him. He 
that heareth you, heareth me; and he that 
= deſpiſeth you; deſpiſetb me. So, He that 
= deſpi/eth, deſpiſeth not Man, but God. An 
In dignity done to an Ambaſſador, reflects 
| | 3 upon the Prince that fends 
nim. 4 RP ES 
= , 2dly; The real Worth that is in Mini- 
ſters, ſhould commend them to their Peo- 
ple. The Gifts which God doth intruſt 
and furniſh them with, are truly valua- 
ble: Knowledge and Learning (efpecially 
that which is ſpiritual and divine) is ho- 
, „, Mat, x. 8. 41 Cor. ix. 11. Luke x. 16. 
1 Theſſ. ib. 8. . | 


E noufable 


18 A-SxrMoN Preached at 
nourable and excellent, and doth com- 
mand and challenge Reſpect. None de- 
ſpiſe Knowledge bur the Ignorant. 

 34ly. God himſelf has à gracious Re- 
ſpect to his Miniſters; he eſteems and va- 
lues them; they are great in the Sight of 
the Lord, how mean and vile ſoever they 
are in themfelves; or in their own Eyes, or 
in the Eyes of ſuch as have no Eſteem for 
real Worth. Kings have been reproved 
for their fakes; He ſuffered no Man to do 
them Wrong z yea, be reproved Kings for 
their ſakes, ſaying, Touch not mine Anoint- 
ed, and do my Prophets no Harm. Miſu- 
ſing them wüs a great Provocation to 
him; They: mocked 'the Meſſengers of God, 
and deſpiſed bis Words, and miſuſed his 
Prophets, until the Wrath of 'the Lord 
aroſe againſt. his People, till there was 15 
Remedy. oy xe G | 
„ Aby. The Work they are employ'd 
about, is honourable Work: Tis a Co- 
working with God and Chriſt, in that moſt 
glorious Undertaking, the Salvation of 
Souls. Their Work is to oppoſe the De- 
vil and his Kingdom; to beat down Sin; 
to advance the Kingdom of Chrift ; to re- 
cover loſt Souls; to diſpenſe God's holy 


bo Plal, cv, 145 __ 2 Chron, xxxvi, 16. 
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Ordinances, &c. Moſt honourable Em- 
ployment! 

S tbly. Tis very conducive, if not Y 
olbrely neceſſary to People's gy by 


the Word, that they ſhould eſteem, value, 
and love choſe that diſpenſe it. Our bleſſed 


Lord Jeſus Cbriſt did not many mighty 


Works in his own Country, where he was 


not honoured or reſpected as 2 Prophet 
ſent from God; Mat. xiii. 54. to the End. 
Such as do contemptuouſly flight and diſ- 
regard the Perſons of Cbriſts Miniſters, 
are not like to receive their Meſſage, with 


that Reverence, Faith, and x which 
are neceſſary to their profiting thereby. 


Thus much for che Explication — 
Confirmation of the firſt Point; let me 
now add a few Words of Application, buck 
to Miniſters, and People. 

1. To Miniſters ; Let me ſay to you, 
my Reverend Brethren, 8 uf er, I bejeech 


you, the Words of Exhortation. I do in- 


deed even bluſh to think that I ſhould 
undertake to be your Monitor; but ſee- 
ing this Work has been committed to 
ſuch a Hand, it is incumbent upon me 
to diſcharge it, in the beſt, and plain- 
eſt, and moſt faithful Manner I can. Now, 
the Exhortation which I would direct 

D 2 to 


20 A Sermon Preached at 


to Miniſters, is this, That they would 
ſtudy ſo to carry themſelves, that they 
may deſerve the Honour, the Eſtimation, 
and Affection, which the People are here 
required to give them, and that they may 
preſerve their Intereſt therein; and to be- 
ware of doing any Thing that would wea- 
ken and impair, or deſtròy and ruin it. Tis 
poſſible for Miniſters to forfeit that Reſpect, 
which is due to them while they behaye 
themſelves ſuitably to their Place and 
Office: Too many in this honourable Fun- 
ction, have been the Spots and Blemiſnes 
of their Calling and Profeſſion, for which, 
God has made them contemptible and baſe 
before the People ; as he did the many 5 
and wicked Prieſts among the Fews. Ye 
are departed out of the Way, ye have cau- 
many to flumble at the Lau: Ye have 
corrupted the Covenant of Levi; ſaith the 
Lord: of Hoſts. Therefore have I alſo 
made you contemptible and baſe before all 
„ TINO OB OONITT 
There are {four Things eſpecially, that 
render Miniſters baſe and contemptible. 
(..) Pride, or an high Conceit of them- 
felves; joined with a ſcorning and deſpi- 
ling others, and arrogating more Power 


% 


Ml. ii. 8, 9. 


. 9 : ; te 


ar. ß 
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to themſelves, than they have by Com- 
miflion from Chrift ; or, uſing that Pow. 
er which they have, imperiouſly, vaunt- 


©& ingly, rigorouſly, and ſo trampling upon 
the People, or treating them in a domi- 


neering, rude, inſulting Manner. Mini- 
ſters ought indeed to maintain and keep 


} vp cheir juſt Auchoriry among and. over 
. c 


the People; but they muſt beware of a 
haughty, infolent, ſupercilious Behaviour: 
for thoſe that ſeek thus irregularly to 
exalt themſelves, will certainly be de- 


= 7 Tdleneſs is another Thing which 
= Wl 


ill deprive Miniſters of Eſteem and Re- 


1 ſpect, and make them contemptible. He 
that neglects the Improvement of thoſe 
= Gifts, which God has given him, is wor- 


thy to be ſlighted and neglected himſelf, 
We muſt not expect the Honour of the 
Miniſtry, without the Labour. Loite- 
ters, who ſtudy and conſult nothing but 
their own Eaſe; ſlothful Minifters, that 
do not improve their Talent, will loſe 
it : The Gifts and Abilities of Miniſters 
are honourable ; if we loſe our Gifts by 
Idleneſs, we ſhall, with them, loſe the 
Regard, Eſteem, and Love of the People, 


q | and fall under deſerved Neglect and Con- 


tempt. 
EL (30) Sor- 
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8.) Sordid Avarice debaſes a Mini- 
Ker of the Goſpel. When Men take up 
this, ſacred Calling, as'a: worldly Trade, 
and uſe it ere when they watch 
not for Mens Souls, but for their Eſtates; 
when they ſeek not them, but their's, they 
diſhonour their Profeſſion, and Joſe the 
Reſpe& and Eſteem of their People: Yer 
let me here, add, that Miniſters are not to 
be charged with Covetouſneſs, when they 
only require their own , juſt Right; re 
what 


\ 


ſeek for no more of the Wonld, t 
is neceſſary to maintain themſelves and 
amilies, in ſuch a Sort as becomes their 


lace and Office; and to enable them to 
diſcharge the Duties of their Calling, a- 
mong Which are Charity and Holpirafiy, 
and to provide themſelves with che proper 
Inſtruments of their Calling; I mean, 
Books, which are not to be procured, but 
at conſiderable Expence and Charge : Tis 
but too evident, that theſe Things are not 
ſo well conſider d as they ought, by ma- 
ny People, who are ready to accuſe their 
Miniſters of Covetouſneſs; when they have 
much greater Reaſon to charge them- 
ſelves with the ſame Fault. But this by 


the way. 27 5 

( 4.) Looſeneſs of Life utterly ruins the 

Reputation of a Miniſter : This is a great 
| Blemiſh 


\ - 
k N 
8 C 
_ * 4 3 \ 4 J 2 4 © Xx... % 
4 CT IEF R 3 9 
„ r r 2. r 2 n 4 . 8 
„ TE ERR TT hs . „„ 1 83 3 


7. Sudbury, Nov. 18; 1729. 23 
2 Blemiſh in any Profeſſor, hut ſtill greater 
in a Preacher of the Goſpel: When they, 
vrhoſe Work and Buſineſs it is, to prefs 
Holineſs upon others, are themſelves 18 
fane, and praiſe directly contrary t 
1 what they preach'z- they cannot with a 
* Reaſon expect, that the People ſhould 
eſteem them any other-wiſe, than as gros 
Hppocrires, or vile Inpoſtos: Even thoſe 
that have a due Regard to their Doctrine, 
ſeo far as it is agreeable with the Word of 
God, can have no Reverence for their 
I Perſons, but muſt needs acc unt them to 
4 = what ae they ate, the baſeſt a- 


-% Pele nc now are the Things, concerning 
3 which I muſt ſay to. Miniſters, as St. 
Paul aid to Timothy, O Man of God, 

ee theſe Things *: Theſe are the Things 
which would deprive us of the Eſteem 
and Affection of our People, and render 
us vile in their Eyes. On the other hand, 
there are four Things which will procure 
us due Reſpect. 

II.] Humility, or Meekneſ7, and Conde- 
ſcenſion to the Meaneſt, uſing our Power 
and Authoriry with all Prudence and 

Tenderneſs, The Apoſtle ſays, The Ser- 


* 1 Tim. vi. 17. 


vant 
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vant of the Lord muſt not ftri ve, but bt 
gentle unto all Men, apt to teach, patient ; 
in Meekneſs inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe 
themſelves , &c. 


12 ] Painfulneſs and Diligence in our 


Wor The Apoſtle a ro Timothy 3 
Give Attendance to Reading, to Exhorta- 


tion, io Doctrine. Neglect not the Gift 
that is in thee, which was given thee 
by Prophecy, with the laying on of 


the Hands of the Presbytery, Meditate 
upon theſe Things, give thy ſelf wholly to 
them ; that thy profiting may appear to 
all*; Verbj Miniſter es: Hoe age. Tho, 
art a Miniſter of the Word, mind it and. 
make it thy Buſineſs, was the Motto of 
that pious Divine, Mr. Perkins, and is 
very fit to be the Morro of any Goſpel 
Miniſter. | 


[3.] Faithfulneſs. When Miniſters ap- 


prove themſelves to the Conſciences of 
their People, that they unfeignedly ſeek 
their Souls Good ; when they -do nor, 
ſhun to declare to them, the whole Counſel. 
God; this muſt needs beget a ſuitable 
ſteem of them in the Minds of their 


| People, and produce a ſuitable Affection 


for them; — 


7 2 Tim, ii, 24, to the End; 1 Tim. iv. 13, 14, 15. 
[4.] Holi⸗ 


ow IQ 


9 . wo .. 


Miniſters of Cbriſt. Dis 
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This carries 2 commanding Awe, along 


verence it; of this we. have an Inſtance 


with it; even natural Conſcience does re- 


1 in Herod, who feared John; knowing that 


he was a juſt Man, and an holy, and ob- 


*® ſerved him; and when he heard him, he 
did many Things, and heard him gladly *. 


The exemplary Holineſs of Miniſters will 


make eyen the Wicked fear them, much 


more will it cauſg the Godly to eſteem 
and love them. Thus much by Way of 
Advice and Exhortation to Miniſters. 
2. Let me add a Word to the People. 
Think it not Pride or Folly in us, to 
mind you of the Duty you owe to the 

; . Tis Part of God's 
Counſel, which we are to make known to 


you. The Apoſtle Paul does frequently 
inſiſt upon this, in his Epiſtles. Let me 


Has the Lord {ſet over you one whom he 
hath called to the Work of the Miniſtry, 
and richly, furnifhed with miniſterial 
Gifts and Graces, with Humility, and 
Prudence; and F aithfulneſs, and Zeal, 
and Diligence; One that has a juſt Senſe 
of the Weight of his. Office, and the 


4 Mark. vi. 30. 


W- _ Wb 


ſay to you in articular of this Society: 
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Worth of precious. Souls; One that is 
ready to ſpend and be pert in the 8er vice 
of Chrift, and for the promoting your 
— and eternal Welfare? Take heed 
that you deſpiſe him not; but be very thank- 
ful to God for him; know him; on him; 
= him very 457 in Love, for his 
Work's ſake. God has provided for you 
(after ſome very diſcouraging Diſappoint- 
ments) even beyond the Hopes of many, 
that heartily wiſhed well to you. Do all 
that ever you can to expreſs your grateful 
Senſe: of God's Goodneſs for ſo great a 
Mercy; value your Miniſter as a choice 
Gift of God to you; give him all poſſible 
Encouragement amongſt you; pray much 
for him; attend upon his Miniſtry with 
Delight; willingly ſubmit to his juſt Ad- 
monitions; readily hearken to the Coun- 
ſel he gives you from the Ford of God, 
for the Regulation of your Lives and Acti- 
ons: And be at Peace among your ſelves. 


This brings me to the laſt Thing in the 


Text; The Duty'of People one towards ano- 


ther, viz. to be at Pratt among themſelves: 
But as Thave nor Time, ſo 1 hope there is 
not much Need to infiſt very largely on 
this Part of the Text. It is (as I under- 
ſtand) the Happineſs of your Society, that 
1 . ic 
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it is a peaceful One + Your Jeruſalem is 
as Cit, which is compact together : You 1 
have been very pearty and unanimous | 
in the Call you have given to my Re- 
verend Brotber; wha is now, through the 
good Proy idence of Cod, your Paſtor; and 
you live and love as Brethren. This is 
what we, rejoice in, and bleſs God far, | 
and rake Pleafure in the agreeable Pro- 

ſpe& we have of Ge there- 

of; and that, as A has in a very pro- 

vidential Manner, brought you, and your a 


* £ 


preſent Miniſter together, ſo we truſt, he 
will bleſs you together, and make yougreat 
Bleſſings and Comforts to each other now, b: 


and that you hall be each others Foy 
* and Crown of Rejoicing in the Day of the 
Tord yo 3 when you ſhall appear be- 
= fore that great Shepherd. and Biſhop 0 
Souls, But till, while we conſider our 
ſelves as in a State of Imperfection, we 
muſt acknowledge, that Cautions and 
Exhortations are never out of Uſe, and 
that, even with Reſpect to thoſe, Duties, 
that through the Help of Divine Grace, 
we are found in the 1 of, in | i 
ſome good Degree at preſent. Suffer me 
therefore, in a few Words, to enforce the 
Apoſtle's Advice and Exhortation to the 
Chriſtians at Dee, in the Cloſe 
2 


2 of | 
þ 
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of my Text; ; by defiring vou to con- 
ſider, N 

' "1/8. That the Du exhorted to, is moſt 
ſtrictly enjoined, moſt vehemently urged, 
and' frequently inculcated in the Serip- 
tures, What earneſt” Exhortations to 
peace and Harmony, Unity and Agree- 
ment, Love and Charity, mut: ual For- 
bearance and Condeſcenſion among Chri- 
ſtians, do we meet Wit th in the Epiſtles? 
and how cogent, are the Arguments and 
=p Motives, by which theſe Exhortations 
: are backed and enforced? Let me men- 
* tion ſome of thoſe very owerful Words, 
7 whereby the. Apoſtles of, our 'Lord and 
| Saviour, do excite and ſtir up Chriſti- 
f ans unto Vnity and Peace. Let us, there- 
| 4 ollow after the Ting s 'which make 


eace, and 9 reuith one may 
/ 240% another b. New T beſeech '; ou 
q * Brethren, by 1 1 Nam? of our 598} 
ſus cure that ye all ſpeak the ſame Thing, 
} 


and that there be no h; vifions among you; 
5 but that” ye be perfettly joined together 
| | in the 7 Mind, and in the ſame Tudg- 
mente. Surely, my Beloved, all theſe: Ar- 


guments put together, ſhould come with 
fuch Power, and irreſiſtible . up- 


f 
/ 
b Rom, xiv. 19. | L Cor. i I. 19. 
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X onthe Judgments, Conſciences, and Hearts 
of Chriſtians, as ſhould perfectly Enit 


dem together, and effectually_ prevent 


the Rendings aſunder of their Affections 
or Communion. Several other Precepts 
and Exhortations to Peace and Unity, we 
meet with in other Epiſtles; as in 2 Cor. 
iii. 11. How plain is the Exhortati- 
on? Live in Peace; and how powerful 
the Motive, how great the Encourage- 
ment to the Performance hereof? The 
God of Love and Ptace ſhall be with you ; 
with you, to direct you; with you, to 
E you ; with you, to preſerve and 
keep you, by his mighty Power, through 
Faith, to 1 3 with you, as the 
God of Love, to encreaſe your Love to 
him, and to each other, and to manifeſt 


his Love to you, and cauſe you to rejoice, 


with a Joy unſpeakable and full of Glo- 
ry; with you, as the God of Peace, to 
give you that Peace which paſſer all 
Inderſtanding, that Calmneſs and Quiet- 
neſs of Spirit, ariſing from a Senſe of 
your Reconciliation with God, which 
none can ſufficiently value.. With how 
ſweet a Vehemency does the Apoſtle ex- 
hort the Ephefians to Unity and Peace! 
I therefore, the Priſoner of the Lord, be- 
ſeech you that ye walk worthy of the Vo- 
„ cation 
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575 2 . e are called, with al 
Low lin and Meekneſs, with 2 
ing, Hl hearing one another in Love; 421 
deauguring.. 10 keep the Unity of the. & 
rit in the Bond Peace. 3 N alſo with 
hat Warmth and, F ervbur, with what 
a mig iht Pathos, the Apoft k urgeth and 
enforcet ih hel Duties of vs Id d Con- 
cord Upon the Philippians. "If there be 
therefore: 5 Conſolation in Chriſt, if any 
2 Tove, if any Fall, of the 
Spirit, if any Bowels and Mercies ; bs 4 
ye my Fey, that ye be Yhe minded, 
ving the ſame Love, being of one 450 
95 one Mind. Whät Heart, that has one 
park 'of the Love ef C. iſp in it; will 
not ield to ſuch an Echortation, en- 
forced by the Conſolation 'of Chriſt, 'the 
Comfort 97 Love, the "Fellowſhip of, the 
Spirit, and Bowels of Mercy? I might 
alſo. hew - ou, that it was the dyln 
Charge and Co omman of our dear Re- 
deemer, that his Peo le ſhould lade one 
another, and hve in Peace With each o- 
ther. How frequently did he inculcate, 
how, ſweetly did he izfinuate, how pow- 
erfully did he inforce the Precept of 
Love: See how he ſpeaks, T his is _my 


Epheſ. iy, 175 27 3. © Philip, ii. 1, 2. 
I Com- 
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4 1 © Commandment, that ye bbs dne another; 
. 7 have bevel you." My Commandment, 
© which I do in a peculiar Manner en- 

4 e and recommend to your Obſetva- 
tion, that ye love 1 anbt her as have 

8 /rved you ; and oh! how great 2 Love 
was that, with which Chr; loved us, 

. ben he laid down, his Life: for us. 80 

3 F again, Theſe Things. I command b, that 
5 122 one another . And, A new Com- 
mandment I give” unto you, that g love 
one another as T have loved ou. By this 
52 all Men kb, that je ure ny Dif- 
eiples, if ye have Love, — "to eber 7 
hus you' ſee,' that Peace and Love a- 

J cnn Chriſtians is neceſſary, necefitare 
prætepri, by the Neceſſity o u Precept, 
by Vetrtue of many Divine Commands, 
Injunctions, and Exhortations. If you 
do not live in Love and Peace, you muſt 
live in manifeſt Diſobedience to the Will 
of God, plainly revealed to you, and to 
& _ Command of God, powerfully | enfor- 


4 n you. 
3 0 Conſider che Evil and Miſchief of 
42 Strife and Diſcord, Quarrelling and Ton- 
= 7ention, among Chriſtians, When thoſe that 
profeſs Religion, grow turbulent, facti- 


* John xiii, 12, 8 ver, 12. b John Ali. 34,3. 
ous, 
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ous, and unpeaceable; when they are of 
fierce. and. paſſionate Tempers, ready to 
contend about every , Trifle, and to give 
ll Language 0 4 
ry it ata ce from their Brethren, 
or are Tauche and ſupereilious, and fly 
into a Rage, upon every ſlight Provoca- 
tion; and when by ſuch Means as theſe 
Diviſions ariſe, and Mens Hearts are alie- 
nated; and their Spirits imbittered to- 
wards each other; very diſmal Effects 
and Conſequences do follow hereupon; 
the Name f God is hereby diſhonour'd; 
the Spirit of Cbriſt is grieved ; mutual 
Edification is obſtructed; the alluring 
Beauty of Chriſtianity y lied and de- 
faced; the Glory of a Society is choud- 
ed and eclipſed; the Communion of 
Saints is hinder'd ; the Deſign and End 
of Church Fellowſhip is croſſed and fru- 
ſtrated ; the Progreſs of the Goſpel is 
ſtop'd ; great Scandals are given to the 
World; Matter of Scorn and Triumph 
is afforded to the Enemies of Religion; 
and oh ! what a Damp and Diſcourage- 
ment is hereby alſo given to the Hearts 
of faithful Miniſters ? It were, eaſy to 
enlarge upon each of theſe particular 
Miſchiefs, that flow from Strife and Cont 
tention among; Chriſtians ; but they . 

| 0 


age ro others; when they car- 
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4 ſo plain and obvious, and ſo ſenfibly taught 
and proved by fad and ſorrowful Experi- 
| 3 ce, that they need to be commented 


14 2 Chriſtians! if you would not incur 


n with Tears, rather than with Words. 


the high Diſpleaſure of Almighty God, 
and provoke him to withdraw his graci- 


$ pus Preſence, and ſuſpend the ſtrengthen- 
D j ing, g, * Influ- 
enees of his Spirit; if you would not be 
deprived of the Benefit of Ordinances, 
and have the Means of Grace, in a great 
FF Meaſure; uſeleſs to you; if you would 
not have your Society weaken'd and de- 
ſſttroy d; if you would not have the Heart 


Ppof your wordsy Paſtor fail, and fink, and 
die within him; if you would not drive 


Perſons from, inſtead of drawing them 


4 tao your Communion: Then! beſeech you, 
let not Wrath and Envy, Wranglings and 


Oontentions, undermining and ſupplant- 


ing each others R 


and Backbiring, unc 
ons and Miſinterpretations of each others 


utation, Slandering 
itable Conſtructi- 


4 1 Words and Actions, unreaſonable Ag- 


— tions of common Failings and In- 
ties, Ce. 1 25 let not theſe, or any 
5 theſe, be ever found among you; let 
peeviſh Spirit be put far from 

you ; . — with Humility; eſteem 
E dothers 


—— 


From gu, pu th all Melee ; and he ye 7.— 


proyg any of 


obliging Manger, without giving any 
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athers better egen 50 zabefof a 
been Tempen; 1470 bear wich Fe kent 
ther's, Infirmitięs g,, —— dure! a c 
Deporemen: ards al 1 ad fellow Chri- 


vernment 7 fav of Kinda let 
all. i] e rath, and Anger, and 
Clamour,'. and Fil 1 ſpeaking, he. fut away 


ane to another, an ready to” be reconeiled 
to ſuch as may have, injured or offended 
vou; and eng have Oecaſion to re- 

fog” Brethren. for thein Fail · 
ings (which.1s 3 Huty you. gughs conſci- 
entioplly ta per form) fee. that you; do it 
wiſely and prudently, at the moſt ſeaſon- 
able Time, ande the moſt winning, 


railing, reyiling — or — rang 
Language let not your Repro he 
ed wich Reprnac has, or dip d in G 2 
Satire; 15 for this is not the Way! to redues 
Men fro m, but rather to confirm them in 
r; Sins; thote that you might make 
F 9 to you ſelves, and (which is bets 
ter) to Religion and their. own, Sohle, by 
2 wile and loving dere, 2 vet 
friendly . Ti hoſe, - {gy Jou vill 
17 Wi 


L * Invectives and i 
which tend to exaſperate rather than con- 
vine or reſtrm Offenders? Excellent is 


2 file gives; Brethren," 3 Man be over. 


y to follow after it. Peace is excellent in 
5 ” Jes and excellent” in its Effect 


every: 
aud defimble; tis che Belo 


Sudbury, v. Now. 1 8. 5179. 35 
will make "Enemies. to both, by bitter 


$' ä 


che Advice and Direction which the Ahe 


taken in 4 Fault, ye hich arg priritual, 
e ſuch an one in the 8 pirie. of Mord 


2 65 Al ebe Lo eee by 
fo ＋ Lau gf © .. Nö r. W 
1 — and 1  Condider. ths great 


af Peace and Unity, and 
ler this Congderativr prevail with you 


4 2 Confidering thy) ſelf, 4 rhou alſo be 


s 3 dis 


Way; and in all Reſpect, - amiable 
and Per- 


fection, the Glory and — — the 
Strength and Safety f a 
how the Hſaluiſt ſpeaks in 


Hear 
133d 
Pſalm, — | Bebold, how good and 


bow pledſant it it for Bretiuen to-dwell to- 
gether in Unity, E i like the precious 
Qintment nan the Head, that rau down 
pan thei Board; even Aaron's Beard, that 
went down t6 the Skirts of. bys Garmant't 
ads e e and as the — 


8 


10 vc 12. : v0! 
E 2 'Hhet 


—— 
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that deſcended u 
for there the- 
Ang, even Life for evermore. Unity and 


. 


the Mountains of Zion; 
4 commanded the Ble, 


Peace, and Love, are good in tbemſelues; 


they are pleaſing to God; they are ſuchk 


Things as he requires; they tend to the 
promoting of his Honour and Glory: And 
they are good to ut, they greatly conduce 
to the Benefit and Comfort of our on 
Souls; they are both a pleaſant and pro- 
fitable Good. Next unto the Pleaſure. and 
Delight of immediate Communion with 
God himſelf, and the ſhedding abroad of 


his Love into our Hearts, by the Holy 


Ge, there is none like that which a- 
riſeth from the harmonious Exerciſes of 
the Graces of the Saints, in their mutu- 
al Duties and Communions one with ano- 
ther (ſays the excellent Mr. Flavel, in his 


Sermon upon Goſpel Unity;) how are 


their Spirits .cheared, refreſhed, and dila- 
ted hereby! what a lively Emblem is this 
of Heaven ! the Pleaſure and Advantage 
of Peace and Unity among Chriſtians is 
not to be expreſs d; hereby they do 
ſtrengthen each others Hands, and encou- 
rage each others Hearts; this makes their 
Communion: together in the Worſhip of 


God, in Prayer, and hearing the Word, 


and receiving the Sacraments, very ſweet 
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and comfortable to them ; this is a great 
Encouragement to Miniſters, as being 'a 
main Part of the Fruit of their painful 
Labours ; this allures others to join them- 
ſelves to ſuch a Society, and greatly come 


he mends Religion to the World. Oh Chri- 
nd ian / would you have the gracious Pre- 


# ſence of God with you, and his Bleſſing 
upon you? Would you have your Society 
thrive and flouriſn? Would you have your 
Miniſter live eaſy — n 
ou? Would you and experience the 
Pelights of the Chriſtian; Life? Would 
you have Stability, Conſiſtency and En- 
"XR creaſe? Would you com Religion 
and the Ways of God to others ? then, be 
at Peace among your ſehves ; yea, follow 
Peace with all Men; carry it in a loving 
friendly Manner towards all: with whom 
you converſe; and bs tr let your 
Hearts and Affectigns cleave to your fel- 
low Chriſtians ; and endeavour with one 
Mind, and with one Mouth, to glorify 
God; and let there be no Diviſions among 
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And thus I have endeayour'd to enforce 
the Exhortation to Peace, by repreſenting | 
you the great Excellency has as 


| as the Evil and Miſchief of that Strife 
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— Diſcord which is contrary thereutitoy 
and have: alſo given ſome brief Hints, 
which may ſerve as Directions for the Pre- 
vention of Diviſion, and Preſervation of 
Peace and Unity among. Chriſtians, | I 
have been forced to put à great many 
Things r, to crouyd — into a 
little Compaſs. for breuity-ſake, and to 
omit much of what would —— 
ry proper to mention, hoch by Way of 
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M and Direction; but 1 AY 
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will enlarge upon what has been-deliverid 
in ſhort, and ſupply what has been wanting, 
in your-own private Meditations z which 
may be as long as you pleaſe, and for which 
vou cannat 
Subject is ſo copiqus, and where ExGif¹. 
tian of the Affections is the main 
required for in ſo plain a Caſe, 
need not be ſaid, for the eee 
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eaſily unt Matter, where the 
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Þ Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, exhibited in tw 
I ty Sacramental urſes. Preach'd at 50 
1 in New England. 12 Coleman, M. A. 
Pater of a Church in Ben. 

2. An Hiſtorical 5 on the State of Phy-' 
3 ck in the Old and New Teſtament, and the 

FA pocryphal Interval: With a particular Ac- 
count of the Caſes mentioned in Scripture, 
and Obſervations upon them. By Jonatbas 


3. The Death of good Men in the midſt of 
err Days; confider'd and improy'd in a Fu- 
= netal Sermon, ſer the late Reverend Mr. Sa. 
aauel Harvey, who deceas'd April the 17th, 

3iſt Year of his Age. Preach'd 
cbed Paws, April 27 ; with ſome En- 


77 in the 


| 4 | — and the Epitaph corrected by 


Dr. a. Publiſh'd at the Defire of the 
"X Relations arid Congregation. The 2d Edition, 

corrected. 
4. The Reaſonableneſs of believing im Chriſt, 
agand the Unreaſonablenefſs of Infidelity : In to 
Sermons, preach'd at the Merchants Lecture 
in Salters- Halls With an Appendix, contain- 
ing brief Remuatks on the Cafe of Lazurus; re- 
lating to Mr. Moos 5th Difcourſe on the 
Miracles of our Sad eur. The 2d Edition. 
X 5. Faichfſulneſs in the Chriſtian Miniftry, 
3 briefly repreſented and argued: A Sermon, 
& preach'd at the puhlick Ordination of Mr. 
Thomai Payne; # Siraiford, by Bow, 4 the 
158 by | Y oun- 
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| BOOKS lately publiſhed, &e. \_ | 


County of Eſſen, October the zd, 1729. Pubs 
liſta at the Deſire of the Miniſters who were 
preſent, 

6. The Love of Chriſt's Appearance, the 
Character of a ſincere Chriſtian, A Sermon 
_ occaſioned by the Death of the late Reverend 
Foſhus Oldfield, D. D. who deceas'd November 
the 8th, . tat, 73. Preach'd in Southwark, 
November the 23d, 1729, Publiſh'd at the 


39» 
| 't | : Deſire of his Relations and Friends. 
ö 


Theſe Four by Dr. Valar Harris, 55 


| j | 7. Vows in Trouble, or a plain and practical 


Diſcourſe concerning the Nature of Vows made 
in Trouble; and the Reaſonableneſs and Ne- 
ceſſity of a faithful Performance of them. By 
John Horſley, A. M. 
8. The Chriſtians Hope, a Means of mo- 
ET derating their Sorrow for the Dead. A Sermon 
occaſioned by the Death of Jobn Wall, Eſq; 
late High-Sheriff of the County of Surry; who 
died 7uly the 19th, 1729. in the 47th Year of 
his = Preach'd at Rotherhithe, July the 
27th. Publiſh'd at the Requeſt of his Wi- 
dow. By Thomas Mole. 
9. Catholick Principles: or, St. Paul's Wor- 
ſhip of Faith, Hope and Practice, recommend: 
ed to Chriſtians " all Perſuaſions; with 42 
Poſtſcript, &c. By the Rev. Mr. Atkinſon. 
10. Catechiſms : or, Inſtructions in the Prin- 
les of the Chriſtian Religion, and the wy 
1 oP Scripture, Sc. To which is prefix*d, a 
* Diſcourſe on the Way of Inſtructisn by Cate- 
| chiſms, and the beſt Manner of Compoſing 
them. By Iſaac Watts, D. D. 
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